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induced maritime accidents (strong core, protector ring, positive and negative heuristics). The 
existence of the key elements were the captain and the first mate. They incised negatively on 
level of the safety, leading to the catastrophic event. 

In the third paper Andrés, Madariaga, Delgado, Martínez, define the strategy to be followed to 
improve and develop nautical tourism in Croatia by protecting the environment and facilitating 
the economic development of the sites. Nautical tourism seaports as an open, dynamic and 
complex system rapidly evolving, requires continual monitoring and technological research to 
preserve their environment and ecosystems to increase the future tourism sector. Investments 
must be made in infrastructures accessibiliy to respond to the increasing demands and to 
prevention measures to fight against the pollution. 

In the fourth paper Zamparelli, and Catalani argue that in maritime investment analysis the 
discrete choice model are generally applied and defined in the literature (Fan L. and Lou M. 
2013, Frankel E.1992). The authors analyze ship investment based on shipowner choice 
behavioral model derived to dry bulk companies RP/SP survey (revealed preference and stated 
preference  methodology Hensher D.H., Rose J.M. and Greene W.H. 2005) with MNL model, 
and also in financial Cost Benefit Analysis by an application on real case directly provided by 
companies. In terms of ship selection, the methodological approach used supports the 
assumption that shipowners decide on a new building or second-hand purchase evaluating the 
more preferable returns. For new orders, the preference increases with high internal rate of 
return (IRR) and net present value (NPV). For second-hand ships, the preference derives by a 
worthwhile purchase price and loan. Anyway, for each ship types, the preference increases with 
increasing time-charter rate. 

In the fifth paper, Carlucci and Cirà examine the socio-economic situation of the Sicilian region, 
in particular the structure of the different types of transport. The authors analyze the variables 
that, according to the literature, are the main determinant of the transport demand. Using a panel 
data approach, they test if there is any correlation between the variables identified and the 
volume of goods traded in Sicily. 

We thank the participants of the Barcelona 2016 Conference for discussions in the paper 
sessions, the Reviewers and Prof. Mauro Catalani and Prof. Simonetta Zamparelli for promoting 
a Special Issue of European Transport Journal on the MT'16 Conference. 
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